“MARCH MADNESS”
GoF FERUARY-MARCH GATHERING



The December Gatherings “Managing the Holidays” were very well received by all who attended.  We heard comments from parents for weeks following the gatherings about the impact of the activities.  

I believe our plans for the up-coming February-March Gatherings will be just as useful and fun!  The theme is one that at least the boys and men will identify with…
”MARCH MADNESS”

As we begin the Season of Lent, there are many traditions and practices that those outside the Catholic Faith (and maybe even some of us) wonder about.  Dirt on our foreheads, empty water fonts, covered statues.  Then there’s meatless Fridays and giving up chocolate… …What’s that all about?  

Why do we do what we do during Lent?  Does any of it make sense in 2010?  We’ll take a look at Lent and the reasons behind the “madness.”  Make time with your family to explore the traditions and practices of Lent.  Bring grandma and grandpa to share some of their stories from the Lents of their youth.  I’ll bet they don’t even know why they did what they did!


Start this very special season of Lent off right by attending “March Madness” with your family!  Maybe we’ll throw in some basketball too!  Who knows!
GENTLE REMINDERS 
We will be returning to the fourth session on TUESDAY evening from 5:30 – 8 PM.
All students and their families are encouraged to attend the Generations of Faith Gatherings.  These sessions provided instruction on traditions and practices of our faith that are not covered in class as well as everyday pointers for living our faith.  At least ONE parent MUST accompany their children to the gatherings.  High school students may attend alone ONLY if they come on Sunday or Tuesday evening; however, we encourage parents to come with their teens.  It’s good to have them see that learning more about your faith is important to you as an adult too.   Saturday and Sunday morning are geared to the families with younger children.  Baby-sitting will be provided at these two sessions ONLY.  Families with children in junior high and high school are asked to attend Sunday or Tuesday evening unless there is a sibling in the primary grades.


Complete the form on the other side and return it to the Faith Formation Office NO LATER THAN February 20th 
OVER…OVER…OVER…OVER…OVER…OVER…OVER…OVER…OVER…OVER…
MARCH MADNESS

FEBRUARY-MARCH GATHERINGS

Saturday, Feb. 27th     9:00 AM – 11:45 AM

Sunday Feb. 28th     9:00 AM – 11:45 AM  or   5:30 PM – 8:00 PM

Tuesday Mar. 2 5:30 PM – 8:00 PM
FAMILY NAME _______________________________ Phone Number __________
FIRST CHOICE: __________ TIME: ____SECOND CHOICE: _______  TIME: ____

*** Email Address: ___________________________________________

Registration due NO LATER THAN Feb. 20th    
You will receive your FIRST choice unless otherwise notified.
The designations below help us plan the event.  

Next to each child’s name write: one of the following designations

 “GR” (grade) & child’s “grade” (GR - 5th) or 
“BS” (babysitting) & child’s “age” (BS – 3),
Please list name of parent(s) and other adults (invite grandparents, godparents, aunts and uncles) who will be attending and each child with the group designation from above.  If you need babysitting on Saturday or Sunday morning ONLY please add the child’s name and note BS and the child’s age under “Gr. or BS.” Date selections can be returned to the Faith Formation Office, school, or rectory.  Watch the bulletin and the website for more information.  Remember high school students are to attend the evening sessions ONLY unless the family is coming with a primary aged child.
Name of adults attending
   
      Name of Children
           
 GR or BS & age


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Donation:
$5 per family to cover the cost of the materials would help greatly.
We can ALWAYS use helpers!  Great service project for high school students.

We’d especially like some musicians or song leaders this time.

We also need help with registration, kitchen, set-up and clean-up.

We really need your help!  Many hands make for light work!

Area I can help with:____________ __________________________________________

Or call 683-8564 or e-mail elained@stmarysonthehill.org 
