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Faith Formation is the RESPONSIBILITY of ALL parents.  It is, in turn, the mission of the Church to support YOU, the parents, in this responsibility.  The faith formation of St. Mary of the Assumption parishioners is more than religion classes and is life-long.  In keeping with the vision that we are a people “WOVEN IN CHRIST,” our mission, as a parish community, is to weave the thread of LEARNING, with threads of PRAYING, SHARING, WITNESSING, and PLAYING.  Throughout the program, you and your child will be provided with a variety of experiences to help your family experience what it means to be a Catholic Christian and a member of St. Mary’s parish community.
FAITH FORMATION AT ST. MARY’S

PRINCIPALS OF FAITH FORMATION

Empowering and equipping every household (individuals, couples, and families) to live their faith at home and in the world is an essential part of the mission of the Church.  The goal of faith formation is to foster faith that is living, conscious and active through the light of catechesis.  Our goal is to provide everyone with the resources and tools needed to grow in faith and to share it with others through a multitude of faith-filled experiences for adults, adolescents and children.  The primary goal is the growth in faith of the family as a unit, as well as the maturing in faith of each individual within the family, leading, simultaneously to an active involvement in the passing on of our faith to the children through prayer (at home and with the parish community at Mass,) out-reach and living the faith in the workplace and school.  With Christ as our focus and source, our model of religious education (faith formation) proposes that the parish community is an ideal place for individuals and families to experience and witness to the Lord’s presence through experiences of prayer, instruction, faith-sharing, out-reach and socializing.  Our process of faith formation includes a variety of options to meet your specific needs.
PROGRAM OVERVIEW
GENERATIONS OF FAITH
The Generations of Faith approach to faith formation engages all of the generations of our parish in learning together and re-engages them in the life of the parish.  These “Gatherings” provide an opportunity to gather the whole parish to learn, pray, celebrate and share the traditions and truths of our Catholic faith.  The older generations pass on the customs of family and faith to the younger generations; while the younger generations share their faith, energy and new insights with the older generation.  We will provide four sets of “Gatherings” on the topic of “The Bible: God’s Living Word.” We are always looking for individuals who can help with the “Gatherings” either before the gathering or the day of the gathering.  Please call the REO (683-8564) if you would like to be a part of this exciting adventure in Whole Community Faith Formation.
FAMILY PROGRAM
The Family Program approach to faith formation is an alternative to the regular classroom model.  Those enrolled in the Family Program attend gatherings as a family once a month on Sunday mornings from 9AM – 11:45AM.  The gatherings closely resemble the format for our Generations of Faith Gatherings.  Families also commit to Mass attendance on a regular basis and to continuing their faith formation at home. Grandparents and parishioners in general of all ages are invited to join the “Family Program.”  Just call us 683-8564.
CLASSROOM MODEL GRADES K-6
For the families who choose not to participate in the “Family Program,” we offer the traditional model of classroom instruction in conjunction with the Generations of Faith Gatherings for children in grades K-6.  Students attend classes every other week with their peers.  Our parish uses the “Call to Faith” series.  The presentation of the core elements of the faith is essential in religious formation and instruction.  “Call to Faith” provides accurate and comprehensive content based on Scripture and the Catechism of the Church.  It is built on a spiral scope and sequence in which all grades are studying the same theme at the same time.  This makes it possible for families to continue the learning at home between classes.  The topics this year are Trinity, Jesus, Church, Morality, Sacraments, The Kingdom of God.  We are always looking for individuals willing to grow in their own faith while sharing that faith with our youth.  Students in Grades K-4 attend on Saturday mornings from 9:30AM – 11:30AM while the students in Grades 5-6 attend on Tuesday evenings from 6:30PM – 8PM. 
GRADES 7 & 8 FAITH-SHARING GROUPS
The students in grades seven and eight continue their faith formation through the Generations of Faith Gatherings with their families and peers.  The focus of the curriculum for these grades is for friends to gather under the guidance of the catechist and group leaders to discuss how scripture and the teachings of our faith are reflected in their daily lives at home, in school and in the decisions they make.  Prayer and faith-sharing are an integral part of these gatherings.  The focus of the curriculum for seventh grade is Jesus in the Scriptures.  The eighth grade curriculum studies Church History and what it means to be a Catholic.  We are in need of volunteers as group facilitators and catechists.  Call the REO if you can help.
GRADES 9 & 10 Classes, Workshops, and JPMs
In addition to the Generations of Faith Gatherings, the high school program furthers the connection between the traditions of the Church and the living of the Gospel message through scripture study based on the Sunday readings (JPMs -Jesus, Pizza and Me) in addition to the regular classroom sessions held on Sunday evenings.  Each component is dependent upon the guidance of mentors or group facilitators.  The ninth graders are also required to attend a workshop on “Parent and Teen Relationships” while the tenth graders attend a workshop on “Dating and Love.”  Parents of both the ninth and tenth graders join them for the final session of the workshops.  
SACRAMENTAL POLICIES

The celebration of the Eucharist (The Mass) is at the heart of our Catholic Faith.  Children and their parents must make the commitment to attend Mass regularly.  Attendance in classes does NOT suffice for the reception of the Sacraments.  Mass attendance is required for those requesting the Sacramental Track.

Reconciliation:  Families requesting the Sacrament of Reconciliation will have their child’s regular studies supplemented by the “Gift of Reconciliation” program which involves the parents more actively in the preparation for the Sacrament.  Included with regular Mass attendance are parent sessions to support the parents in preparing your child and a retreat experience for parents and child.  Parents prepare their own children for the sacrament.  First Reconciliation is celebrated in the February.
Eucharist:  Families requesting the Sacrament of Eucharist will have their child’s regular studies supplemented by “The Gift of Eucharist” program which actively involves the parents in the preparation for your child’s First Communion.  Included with Mass attendance are parent sessions to support you in preparing your child, a “teaching Mass,” and a special retreat for parent and child.  First Communions are celebrated during the Easter Season.  Those families who feel their child is ready may request Communion at anytime outside of Lent.

Confirmation:  Upon completion of two years in the high school RE program or a Catholic High School, students will be invited to enroll in the immediate preparation for Confirmation.  This includes attendance at a day-long Confirmation retreat, faith-sharing classes in homes, a large group session, confession and interviews and participation in a group service project.  Confirmation is usually celebrated in the Fall.  As with the other sacraments, Mass attendance is an integral and important part of this preparation.

RCIA and Christian Initiation of Children:  If a child over the age of 6 or an adult is requesting Baptism (s)he will be enrolled in either the RCIA or RCIC program for preparation for the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.  This program runs separately from the regular religious education sessions.  


Older students who have been baptized but not received the sacraments will be evaluated on an individual basis for preparation for the sacraments.  All back material missed will be covered before the child will be enrolled in a Sacramental Program.


Adults requesting Confirmation, who have received the other sacraments, will participate in special Confirmation classes for adults.  Confirmation will be celebrated for them either in the Fall or at the Easter Vigil.

Baptism of Infants and Small Children:  Parents seeking the baptism of their infant or small child will be asked to participate in a Baptism Class.  Baptisms are held throughout the year, expect during Lent.
Marriage:  Couples planning to marry in the Catholic Church must meet with the priest.  All couples must attend either one of several programs offered in preparation for the Sacrament of Matrimony.  Our parish offers “Before Cana,” a daylong workshop for couples that addresses many of the key issues in maintaining a healthy relationship and marriage.  Couples are also offered the option of attending “Engaged Encounter,” a weekend devoted to strengthening a couples relationship through communication.
POLICIES

MASS ATTENDANCE  It is expected that parents will attend Mass regularly with their children.  The goal of catechesis is to bring people to the celebration of the Eucharist.  Coming together as a parish family to worship our God is an important part of our on-going faith formation without it attending every class is inconsequential.
CLASS ATTENDANCE:  Regular class attendance is a must if our youth are to mature in their faith.  The presentation of doctrine and the exchange of ideas/feelings are invaluable supplements to the lived experience of faith in the homes.  Participation by the both the parents and the children in the Generations of Faith Gatherings provides an opportunity for parents to mature in faith with your family.  Make-up work will be required for all missed classes.  The curriculum overviews will be on the website www.stmarysonthehill.org.  

ABSENCES:  If a child is absent for ANY reason, please call the REO (683-8564) anytime prior to the start of class.  Parents will be contacted by phone if we have not been notified of the absence.

TARDINESS:  Being on time is not only polite but essential.  The bell rings 5 minutes prior to the start of class, so that class can begin on time.  All late students must stop in the REO for a late slip before entering the classroom.
EARLY RELEASE  If a student must be dismissed early, a note, signed by the parent,  must be presented in the REO BEFORE class.  Parents must enter the building and sign the student out before the student may leave the building.

CLOSINGS:  Please listen to WBEN 930 or WGR 550 for information about closings.  

DISCIPLINE:  It is expected that students will conduct themselves in a Christian manner, respecting themselves, their teachers, fellow students and school/student property.

STUDENT EVALUATION  Each student will be evaluated based on participation, knowledge and attitude.

NEWSLETTERS  Each family will receive a periodic newsletter which will be used to communicate important information about the program and up-coming events.  The materials will go home with the YOUNGEST or ONLY child in the program.

Religious Education Office

Staff

Pastor:



Fr. Paul Steller

Parochial Vicar:


Fr. Ray Corbin

Permanent Deacon:

Deacon Dave Jerome

Director of Religious Education:





Mrs. Elaine Driscoll

Secretary:

             Mrs. Sarah Kinseher
Office Hours  (683-8564)

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8AM – 3PM

Closed Wednesdays

The REO is open 1 hour before and 30 minutes after scheduled classes and events like Generations of Faith
Classes

Generations of Faith:  Gatherings held 4 times a year 

October, December, January, and February
Family Program:
9AM – 11:45AM




     Second Sunday of the month
Grades K – 4

9:30AM – 11:30AM




     Saturdays 
Grades 5 – 8

6:30PM – 8PM




     Tuesdays 
Grades 9 – 10

7:00PM – 8:30PM



     Sunday evenings 



JPM’s 
-  10 am Mass – 1 PM 




      See calendar
Confirmation

Days and times vary





Fall classes

Fees
Tuition:

$50 per family; $75 for 2 children; 



$95 for 3; $100 for 4 or more
Sacramental Fee for Reconciliation and Eucharist:    $30
Sacramental Fee for Confirmation:
$70

GoF:

$5 donation per family per Gathering
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